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1.0_DESCRIPTION 
 
Condition / Hong Kong 
Looking for the other Hong Kong 
 
 

                               

 
 
More than a city, Hong Kong is a condition, where diverse moments of human habitation 
collectively generate an un-paralleled urban ecology.  This project focuses on challenging 
preconceived notions of how we see our cities, steering away from the prescribed 
notions of urbanism and architecture as abstract entity, where citizen and professionals 
are separated by a vast gulf, rather it seeks to re-address the link between the city and 
human habitation. 
 
Hong Kong is a city that has always developed reactively, as a reaction to given 
conditions, be it political or geographically, in the process generating a unique identity 
that responds and adapts to situations.  Conditions form the backdrop against which we 
live our daily life; they are the fragments that generate the public/social realm.  They 
represent both the ambiguous line between the city and its citizens and the moment 
where coexistence between the physical and the meta-physical realms collide.  
Understanding Hong Kong as a series of conditions allows students to question and the 
same time understand the collective DNA of habitation and start a debate that 
anticipates rather than assesses, accepts rather than postulates.  
 
Some of the most intense urban conditions in the planet are found in Hong Kong, 
“ Condition/Hong Kong” seeks to uncover the process behind how the city operates:  
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from the invisible interconnected networks to the adjustable and adaptive systems that 
HK constantly generates to survive and adapt.  
 
Today, as several hundred million more people are expected to move to cities in East 
Asia over the next 20 years as economies shift from agriculture and manufacturing to 
services, when the China’s Pearl River Delta has overtaken Tokyo to become the world’s 
largest urban area in both size and population, Hong Kong is in a strategic position both 
geographically and politically to examine the role of what our cities are, rather than what 
they might become. 
 
This course is based on “forensic” examination of the existing conditions, what we will 
define as the “here and now”. By looking at three broad areas of Hong Kong: Island, 
Kowloon and New Territories, we will assemble a book of these conditions.  The title of 
the course deliberately, is a ratio, where “CONDITION” is in a direct relationship to 
HONG KONG.  Each student will define three spaces from each location with a series of 3 
pages, i.e. Kowloon will have three spaces, one space/week, each space defined by three 
pages.  The 3 pages format is very important in establishing a catalogue system, a 
scientific index, structured into 3 components: 3D line drawings, black & white 
photograph and a short text. Imagine an ornithologist handbook, where each species is 
catalogued according to its: habitat, colour and food. 
 
 
2.0_OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of Arch 5131C Hong Kong/Conditions Elective class are to develop a 
critical awareness about the relationship between city and architecture and translate this 
awareness into analytical research project, through: 
 
2.1_City 
Take students outside of the classroom and remove preconceived ideas about the city 
they live in.  Walking and observation. 
 
2.2_Mapping 
Develop an analytical and intuitive awareness and understanding regarding the 
relationship between City and Architecture. Via carefully observing of the status quo 
students will map the territory through: black and white photography, sketching and 
axonometric 3D line drawings developed using digital software. 
 
2.3_Book Editing 
Acquire proficiency in book editing using InDesign Software.  The class will produce a 
publication titled: Hong Kong/ Conditions II.  The book will be a collective team effort 
assembled at the end of the class and include all students’ induvial entries. 
 
2.4_Theoretical Text 
The introduction to 4 significant theoretical texts, where students will be taught how to 
read tactically and critically relating the theories back to the urban observations. 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOME 
 
By the end of this one semester course, it is intended that students develop the following 
skills and capacities: 
 
3.1_Ability to undertake focused and analytical study into a new research topic. 
3.2_Ability to adapt and react to urban sites and understand the cultural and sociological 
implications of their city. 
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3.3_ Ability to formulate a critical position regarding the relationship between City and 
Architecture. 
3.4_Ability to perform a concise site analysis of specific micro conditions, considering 
both architectural aspects such as scale and urban fabric as well as social considerations. 
3.5_Abilty to translate observations into short text descriptions. 
3.6_Develop a set of representation tools to characterize the spatial and material quality 
of their conditions, including: 3D line drawings and image editing. 
3.7_Ability to use photography as a design tool to articulate their research. 
 
 
4.0_5.0ASSESSMENT SCHEME 
 
The studio instructor will monitor and evaluate each student’s progress and performance 
over the course of the semester.  At the end of the semester the instructor will review 
each student’s final performance and the evaluation and grading of the design studio will 
be structured as follows: 
 
4.1_Final Report: 70% 
9 mini projects consisting of 4 pages each, adding up to 36 pages. 
The assignments will be graded in three phases, i.e. at the end of each neighbourhood 
chapter. 
 
4.2_Studio Attendance: 30% 
Students should attend all tutorials, any absence should be warned and accompanied by 
a note if recurring. 
 
 
5.0_COURSE FORMAT 
 
The course will be structured as follows: 
 
5.1_Walks 
There will be a total of 9 walks: 
 
Island 

1. Aberdeen 
2. Chain Wan 
3. Discovery Bay 

 
Kowloon 

1. TST and Jordan 
2. Kowloon Bay 
3. Tai O 

 
New Territories 

1.  Tsuen Wan 
2. Tin Shui Wan 
3. Tai Po 

 
5.2_Lectures 
At the end of each chapter there will be a lecture where theoretical texts will be 
introduced following which students will present their work, i.e. three conditions. 
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6.0_REQUIRED READINGS 
 
Four critical texts will be issued in PDF format at the beginning of the semester, all 
students are expected to read these before the lecture. 
 
De Certeau, M. “Practices of Space”. (In “On Signs” Ed. Blonsky - Batimore: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1985) 
 
Foucault, M. “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias” (In October – Cambridge, MA, 
MIT-press, 1984) 
 
Sola-Morales, I. “Terrain Vague” (AnyPlace, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995) 
 
Koolhaas, R. “Junkspace”. (October Vol.100, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2002). 
 
 
7.0_FURTHER READINGS 
 
Students are encouraged to investigate the following works: 
 
Banham, R. “Los Angeles: the Architecture of the Four Ecologies” (Oakland: University of 
California Press, 1971/2009) 
 
Borio, G.; Wüthrich C. “Hong Kong in-Between” (Berlin: Park Books, 2015) 
 
Christ, E. & Gantenbein, C. “Hong Kong Typology”. (Zurich: Gta Verlag, 2010) 
 
Crawford, M.; Chase, J.; Kaliski, J. “Everyday Urbanism”.  (New York: Monacelli Press, 
1999) 
 
Cupers, K and Miessen, M. “Spaces of Uncertainty” (Wuppertal: Verlag Muller and 
Busmann, 2002)   
 
de Certeau, M. “Practices of Space”. (In “On Signs” Ed. Blonsky - Batimore: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1985) 
 
De Certeau, M. “The Practice of Everyday Life”. (Berkeley: UC Press. 2006) 
 
Diener, R; Herzog, J; Meili, M;  de Meuron, P; Herz, M; Schmid, C; Topalovic, M. “The 
Inevitable Specificity of Cities” (Zurich: Lars Müllers Publishers, 2015) 
 
Evans, R. “Translation from Drawing to Building”.  (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997) 
 
Ferretto, P. “Place/Seoul” (Seoul: Propaganda, 2015) 
 
Foucault, M. “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias” (In October – Cambridge, MA, 
MIT-press, 1984) 
 
Harvey, D. “Rebel Cities”. (London, New York: Verso, 2011) 
 
Kim, S. “The FAR Game – Constraints Sparking Creativity – Korean Pavilion Catalogue to 
the 15th Venice Architectural Biennale”.  (Seoul: Space, 2016) 
 
Pai, H.; Cho, M. “Crow’s Eye View: The Korean Peninsula - Korean Pavilion Catalogue to 
the 14th Venice Architectural Biennale”.  (Seoul: Archilife, 2014) 
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Rattenbury, K; Hardingham, S.  “Cedric Price; Non Plan. Cedric Price. Cedric Price: 
Potteries Thinkbelt”.  (London: Routledge, 2007) 
 
Rossi, R.  “The Architecture of the City”.  (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1984) 
 
Sassen, S. “Making Public Interventions in Today’s Massive Cities” (Paper at the 
“Generalized Empowerment” Urban Forum Conference, Brussels 2006) 
 
Sola-Morales, I. “Terrain Vague” (AnyPlace, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995) 
 
Venturi, R. “Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture”. (New York: MOMA, 
Architectural Press, 1966). 
 
 
8.0_FIELD TRIP 
 
In total there will be 9 walks which will take place every Tuesday afyternnon during class 
time. 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE TO STUDENTS: 
Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic 
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches 
of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ . With each assignment, 
students will be required to submit a statement that they are aware of these 
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. 
 
 
 

 
 


